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Advent and Christmas Greeting 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we enter this sacred season, I would like to reflect with you on what lies at the heart of our
Christian life. It is not an idea, not a rulebook, not even the works we do, but Christ himself. He is
the One who gives depth and meaning to everything. Without Him, even the good things of life
lose their purpose. From His Cross, He reminds us that what matters most, what holds everything
together, is love. Take love out of suffering, and suffering becomes just bitterness. Take love out
of marriage, and it becomes a contract of convenience. Take love out of our social life, our work,
our dreams, and everything collapses back into “me”: what I want, what suits me, what keeps me
comfortable. And when everything becomes about “me,” the other person disappears. .. becomes
unacknowledged, unseen.

Christ teaches us another way. His presence tastes like self-giving love, and when He stands at
the center, everything becomes possible again.

As the season of Advent reminds us, Christ comes to us in three ways. First, He came once in the
flesh, taking our nature, becoming Emmanuel, God with-us, walking in our dust and breathing our
air. Second, He comes every time the Word of God is proclaimed. When Scripture is spoken in the
assembly, it is not just memory, God speaks here and now. And third, He will come at the end of
time to judge the living and the dead.

We live in a world shaking with fear and uncertainty. This past year again we heard of wars
breaking out, of earthquakes and storms, of families displaced, of tragedies too many to count. Our
hearts break. Sometimes we are honestly terrified. But the presence of Christ, this changes
everything. If God walks with us, then we are never abandoned. His message is simple: / am with
you in all things.

And He has given us signs of this presence. The greatest of these is the Eucharist. Every time we
gather for Mass, Christ is not only remembered, but He is also present. When the priest speaks the
words of consecration, they are not relics from the past; Christ Himself speaks to us: “This is my
Body, given for you.” In the Eucharist, the Lord not only nourishes us, He sends us to share this
gift with the people around us, starting in our own homes. The world is starving for love, and we
carry the Bread of Life.
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Now Christmas is drawing near. It tells us of a Child who comes not in thunder or display, but in
poverty, smallness, and vulnerability. He doesn’t appear powerful, but His mission is greater than
all power: to give His life for us. And He wants us to receive the same spirit, not only to be loved,
but to love; not only to receive life, but to become life for others. Eternal life exists because Love
exists. And our God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.

At Christmas we exchange gifts, sometimes small, sometimes big, sometimes imperfect. But the
greatest gift is always Christ Himself, the One who gives Himself without measure. As we
approach the new year, we will also spend more time reflecting on the Eucharist as a parish, this
precious mystery at the center of our faith. My hope is that we rediscover not only what the
Eucharist is, but how it sends us out to be Christ’s presence in our neighborhoods, our workplaces,
even our families where reconciliation is needed.

We also take a moment to express our gratitude as this Jubilee Year gently draws to a close. We
thank the Lord for the many graces we have received, graces that have purified and strengthened
hope, renewed friendships, deepened faith and beamed a stronger light within our communities
across the North.

We hold in loving memory all those from our communities whom God has called home this past
year. We entrust them to His tender mercy, grateful for the light they shared among us.

And with the same trust, we look toward the year ahead.

I want to leave you with this: do not be afraid. Fear is sneaky, it creeps in through the news, through
suffering, through worries for our children, through the instability of our world. But remember
this: Jesus Himself was born into poverty, into a time of political chaos, into a world marked by
violence and uncertainty. Yet into that darkness He brought light. Into that fear He brought courage.
Into that poverty He brought the riches of God’s love.

He still does.

So, dear friends, hold on to Christ. Keep Him at the center. Let His love enlighten and flavour
your days. And when fear whispers, remind your heart that God walks with us.

May this Advent and Christmas season renew in all of us the deep joy of living a Christian life.

Wl

+ Héctor Vila
Bishop of the Diocese of Whitehorse
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